Epidemiology of adults' and childrens' burns in a Turkish burn center.
From 1 January 1979 to 1 January 1985, 4094 patients were treated for burn injury in our centre. Of these, 84.9 per cent were treated as outpatients and 617 (15.1 per cent) were hospitalized. Of the 617 patients, 56.7 per cent were under 15 years of age (birth to 6 years: 67.7 per cent; 7-15 years, 32.3 per cent) and 43.3 per cent were over 15 years. The causes of burns in the over 15 years group were: flame, 36.3 per cent; electrical, 28.0 per cent; scalding, 18.4 per cent; liquefied petroleum (LP) gas explosion, 11.0 per cent; and others, 6.3 per cent. The burn cases in the under 15 years group were: scalding, 58.0 per cent; flame, 24.6 per cent; electrical, 10.0 per cent; hot meals, 5.2 per cent; and others, 2.0 per cent. After being resuscitated, these patients were treated with systemic antibiotics, local chemotherapy and silver-nitrate-incorporated amniotic membrane. Despite all medical efforts, 217 (35.7 per cent) of the hospitalized patients died as a result of various complications. At the same time, 3477 patients were treated as outpatients: 72.0 per cent of these were under 15 years old (birth to 6 years, 82.9 per cent, 7-15 years, 18.8 per cent) and 28.0 per cent patients were over 15 years of age. The causes of burn injury in these patients were: hot liquids, 61.7 per cent; flame, 17.0 per cent; hot meals, 8.4 per cent; hot metal, 5.8 per cent; electrical, 3.6 per cent; and chemical, 1.7 per cent.